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GFWC International President  

 

Dear Federation Sisters, 

 

I am proud of GFWC.  I am honored to become the 52nd 

GFWC International President.  I am excited about the 2018-

2020 administration and what we will accomplish during these two years 

with your hand in mine. 

"Unity in Diversity", GFWC's motto, illustrates that our strength is in the 

diversity of our members and our programs.  Diversity will be one of the 

two emphasis areas of this administration.  We will enhance our diversity 

by broadening who we are, what we do, who we work with, and what we 

know.  Our clubs and international affiliates are encouraged to work 

together on projects.  We will broaden our diversity across the country 

and around the world, with your hand in mine. 

Legislation will be the second emphasis area as legislation is a large part 

of our history and  our past accomplishments.  During this 

administration we will be sure that all members understand the process 

of how a bill becomes a law and how they can participate in the process.  

We will be sure that members of Congress recognize the GFWC brand by 

the "Recognize The Red" Campaign.  All communications to legislators will be signed by members with GFWC 

after the signature in "RED".  Our intent will be to select two bills and work actively for them to become laws.  

In addition, we will select one bill and on one day all members of GFWC will call their legislator to urge action 

on it. We will go back to our roots, raise our voices and reclaim our role as the organization that can make 

things happen,  with your hand  in mine. 

There will be 7 Grand Initiatives for this administration, grand in that they each have 1,000 as part of the goal.  

We seek to have 1,000 members each donate $1,000 to the Capital Campaign; to have 1,000 service projects  

performed on Martin Luther King Day, the National day of Service; to have 1,000 members sign up for the 

Legislative Action Center; to have 1,000 projects completed for the women in the military; to have 1,000 trees 

planted by clubs on Arbor Day; to have 1,000 pairs of shoes donated by clubs to the Nike "reuse-a-shoe" or to 

"Soles for Souls"; and to have 1,000 Dr. Seuss books in different languages donated on his birthday to DC area 

and club's local inner city kids programs.  We will accomplish these Initiatives with your hand in mine. 

We will remember the blessings we have received by belonging to GFWC  and the work of others in GFWC on 

"Thank you Tuesday" by writing in a journal, or sending a note on a job well done or posting your blessing or 

note on the GFWC "Thank You Tuesday" Facebook page. We will remember our blessings with your hand in 

mine. 

I am so very excited about the heights we will reach as members of the General Federation of Women's Clubs 

during these next two years together with your hand in mine.  Take my hand.  Let us begin! 

 

With Love, 

Mary Ellen 

Mary Ellen Brock 

2018-2020 GFWC International President 



The Maryland Clubwoman | Fall 2018   4  

 

GFWC Director of Junior Clubs  

 

Dear Federation Friends, 

 

ñEach one of us can make a difference. Together we make 

change.ò - Barbara A. Mikulski. It is such a great honor and 

privilege to represent all of you as the 2018ï2020 GFWC Director of Junior 

Clubs! It is very humbling, considering all of the incredible clubwomen that have 

served before me.  

 

My theme for 2018ï2020 is, ñTogether, We Make The Difference,ò because we 

do make the differenceò ... in our communities, our country, and our world! 

Volunteering is what makes the community you live in your ñhometown.ò I am 

looking forward to meeting many of you and finding out how you and your club 

are changing the world by living the volunteer spirit. 

 

This administration, we will continue to make a difference in our world through 

the life of a child with our Juniorsô Special Program: Advocates for Children! 

Advocating for children affected by human trafficking and mental health 

conditions has a huge impact on our society. Adverse emotional effects among 

trafficked children are depression, hopelessness, guilt, shame, flashbacks, nightmares, loss of confidence, lower self-

esteem, and anxiety. Children with mental health disorders can experience a range of conditions, including: anxiety 

disorders, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism spectrum disorders (ASD), eating disorders, mood 

disorders, and schizophrenia. GFWC Clubwomen can make a significant difference by educating the public on these 

issues, supporting our healthcare community, and empowering families! GFWC is partnered with two organizations 

that believe in the future of our children. St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital and March of Dimes have made 

commitments to our membership by continuing as GFWC partners. Take the opportunity to support them for our 

common goal of advocating for children!  GFWC has declared the fourth week in October as GFWC Advocates for 

Children Week. The 2018ï 2020 Club Manual is an excellent resource for project ideas to plan special awareness 

activities so you and your club can participate all week long.  

 

To quote author Dannion Brinkley: ñThe quickest way to change the world is to be of service to others. Show that your 

love can make a difference in the lives of people and thereby someone else's love can make a difference in your life. By 

each of us doing that and working together we change the world one inner person at a time. ò The untiring service we 

give to our communities and the dedicated efforts to improve the quality of life through education and strengthening 

the home has and will continue to make the difference! 

 

In Federation Friendship & Love, 

Tˠiˀhʆ Sʫhaɭˏʞ 

TRISHA SCHAFER 

Director of Junior Clubs 
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From the presidentõs desk 

 
Federation Friends, 

 

Thank you so much for your confidence in me to be able to hold the 

office of the President of the Maryland Federation of Womenôs Clubs.  I 

was humbled and honored to be installed as your GFWC MD President 

at the 2018 Convention  in Columbia, Maryland.   

 

The theme for the 2018-2020 Administration will be ñClubwomen 

Give Life a Sparkle by Living the Volunteer Spirit.ò  The 

emblem will be a snowflake.  Volunteers are like the snowflakes.  Each 

is unique and one of a kind.  But together, they make a difference.   

 

Watch words for this administration will be appreciate, communicate, 

cooperate and celebrate. We appreciate all that you do for your 

communities.  When we communicate our ideas with others we can 

cooperate and share in our needs and success.  When we have worked together for the successful completion of 

our programs we will have much to celebrate as we work to improve the lives of others.   

 

We know how to make life sparkle! 

 

My special project for this administration will be military families. Regardless of the status of our military 

personnel, active or veterans, their families are dealing with the effect of their sacrifice of service.  I hope that 

our clubs will add some sparkle to the lives of our military families. 

 

Iôm looking forward to seeing all of you at the Summer Workshop on August 18 at the Chevy Chase Clubhouse. 

Please join us for the September 18th Board of Directorôs Meeting in Bowie, Maryland to start the new club 

year.  This meeting will showcase the ñMarketplace of Possibilitiesò  where state chairmen will showcase 

materials for the GFWC Community Service Programs and Projects. 

 

Together with the Director of Junior Clubs, Andrea Lilly, we will work hard to do our best for every clubwoman 

in Maryland during the next two years. I look forward to working with our clubwomen as they demonstrate all 

the creative ways they use the volunteer spirit to add sparkle to the lives of those in their communities.   

 

Warmly, 

Dottie Gregg 

Dottie Gregg 

GFWC Maryland President 2018-2020 
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From Your Junior Director  

 

Dear Maryland Clubwomen, 

 

It is such an honor to be writing to you for the first time as your Maryland 

Director of Junior Clubs.  I am so excited for the opportunity to represent our 

stateôs Junior Clubs. For the past two years, Becca Wagman has opened our 

minds to ñBroken Crayons Still Colorò and inspired us to better the lives of 

children. As we move forward over the next two years I am so excited to have 

the opportunity to work with Maryland State President, Dottie Gregg, and the 

rest of the Maryland Executive Committee. I know that together we will do 

great things for our communities and I look forward to maintaining a great 

relationship between our Junior and General Members.  

 

During these next two years, we will focus on the phrase ñTake Me Out to the 

Parkò. It is so easy to lose focus of what truly matters.  I believe we need to care for our beautiful world before 

it is too late.  Let us take time to plant trees, promote fresh air and beautify our land.  

 

As Woodsy, the owl reminds us to ñGive a Hoot Donôt Polluteò and Smokey the Bear says ñOnly You Can 

Prevent Forest Firesò; I want to encourage our clubs to plant trees for example, or adopt a conservation 

program to help students learn about our environment.  Let us take care of our beaches and wildlife before 

they disappear.  I want us to involve our communities in the Three Rôs of Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle; and to 

support our Tree-Mendous Maryland Project. 

 

As Maryland Juniors and all Maryland clubwomen, we are in this together to make our world a better place to 

live and the air we breathe to be fresh and clean.  

 

I want to thank all members of GFWC Maryland for their support and recognize the hard work, service, and 

friendship they continue to provide. We will strive for greatness through setting an example for future 

generations to follow. 

 

I hope to see you all at our Junior Fall Conference at our beautiful Headquarters House in Washington, D.C.! 

More details are to come, but be ready for a day filled with service, fun, and sisterhood.  

 

In Federation Love, 

 

Andrea Lilly  
 

Andrea Lilly 
Maryland Director of Junior Clubs 2018-2020 




